
ON THE MOVE 
County offices will 
close to make move 
   Friday, Sept. 29 will be the last 
day for business as usual at Crit-
tenden County Courthouse before 
it’s torn down to make room for a 
new justice center. County govern-
ment’s offices will be leaving after 
that date and those offices will be 
closed Oct. 2-7 to facilitate their 
move to the Crittenden County Of-
fice Complex at Industrial Park 
South. Most county government 
landline phones will remain active 
other than for a short period of 
time while AT&T changes them over 
to the new location. However, the 
phones may not be monitored at all 
times as moving is underway. All 
emergency issues should be di-
rected to 911. Anyone doing a deep 
title search and needing the hard-
bound deed books will need to 
make special arrangements with the 
county clerk’s office between now 
and Oct. 9 because all paper 
records have already been moved to 
the new complex. There will be no 
public assess to the new office 
building, other than through special 
arrangements, until Monday, Oct. 9. 
There will be some type of formal 
grand opening at a later date. The 
new office complex is at the former 
Marion Ed-Tech Center at 200 In-
dustrial Drive. 
 

Demo Derby Saturday 
   Crittenden County Lions Club is 
hosting a Demolition Derby start-
ing at 7 p.m., Saturday night at 
the fairgrounds. This will be a 
makeup for the county fair’s 
rained-out derby. Gate fee is $10 
a car load or $5 for a single 
driver. 
 
Friday parade deadline 
  Deadline is Friday, Sept. 15 to 
have an entry in the annual home-
coming parade. The football home-
coming parade will be held on 
Thursday, Sept. 21 on Main Street 
in Marion. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Elections meets at 3 p.m., Friday, 
Sept. 15 in the clerk’s office. 

•Marion City Council will meet 
at 5 p.m., Monday, Sept. 18 at city 
hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will 
meet at 7 p.m., Monday, Sept. 18 
at city hall. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 19 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 6 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 21 at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 21 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street.  

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, Sept. 25 at Deer Lakes meet-
ing room. 

No one  
watching  
from grass 

 
I have a whole lot of 

questions. It’s actually a 
pretty good trait for a 
journalist – or anyone else 
for that matter. Mrs. Bow-
den, my elementary school 
teacher, always repeated, 
“There is no stupid ques-
tion.” Bobby Knight never 
it saw it that way, but 
then again the world is 
full of folks 
who’d like to 
not be held 
accountable. 

Few 
months back 
I had the op-
portunity to 
speak to a 
room full of 
journalists at 
an event in 
Lexington. 
Without bor-
ing you with the entire 
text of the discourse, suf-
fice it to say that the gen-
eral theme centered on the 
premise that a deteriora-
tion of community jour-
nalism is at the vanguard 
of our delusional society. 
Repeating a- quote by 
World War II Japanese 
Admiral Yamamoto helps 
bring into focus the pic-
ture we’re seeing from sea 
to sea. He supposedly 
said, “You cannot invade 
mainland United States. 
There would be a rifle be-
hind each blade of grass." 

My argument today is 
that we are losing our 
grasp on civic involve-
ment. This country, our 
republic, was founded on 
sound principals of rule 
and order. The Fourth Es-
tate was given full author-
ity by the First 
Amendment to protect the 
sovereignty of our rights. 
Virtually unbridled free-
dom of the press was 
granted to provide the 
United States with ears 
and eyes at every corner of 
the country, from city hall 
to the capitol. For more 
than two centuries we had 
a journalist behind every 
blade of grass to raise the 
red flag, to waive it con-
spicuously to warn We 
The People when our 
rights, our purse, our free-
doms and our equality 
were in jeopardy from ene-
mies both at home and 
abroad. 

I pose to you that ques-
tions are being asked too 
late nowadays because the 
eyes and ears of commu-
nity journalism have 
largely passed away into 
the oblivion of social 
media where the only rule 
is that of mob rule. The 
scribes on social media 
are seldom at city hall, the 
courthouse or the police 
station. They are rarely at-
tentive to news from the 
capitol or the legislature. 
Instead, they tune in on 
theater, on largely irrele-
vant yet hot-button issues 
and incessantly type com-
ment after comment with-
out fulling knowing the 
score or the game. 

I have some questions 
like what really has been 
going on in Sturgis, why 
didn’t Kenergy get any of 
the $386 million in broad-
band grants to help the 
megabitless plebians of 
Crittenden County and 
how can local taxing dis-
tricts defy Kentucky law 
when raising rates without 
proper notification to the 
public. I am but one 
scribe, but I shall keep 
asking. Stay tuned.
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About Town

A panel discussion 
of mental health top-
ics that affect profes-
sionals and the 
workforce will be pre-
sented at the Critten-
den County Chamber 
of Commerce’s Lead-
ership Luncheon 
Wednesday, Sept. 20. 

Presentations from 
local health profes-
sionals representing 
Crittenden Commu-
nity Hospital, Liv-
ingston Hospital 
Deaconess, Moun-
tain Comprehensive 
Care and Pennyroyal 

Center will center 
around mental 
health and local re-
sources available in 
the immediate area. 

The leadership 
luncheon will be held 
from 11:30 a.m., to 
12:30 p.m., at Rocket 
Arena. Lunch will be 
catered by A Brunch 
of Sandwiches. Tick-
ets are $15 and are 
available on the 
Chamber Facebook 

page via TicketLeap. 
Chamber President 

Shanna West said 
presenters will ad-
dress topics such as 
the impact of mental 
health issues on the 
workplace, warning 
signs of possible 
mental health issues 
and health insurance 
coverage for mental 
healthcare. 

“It is a new topic 
for the Chamber to 
bring to our commu-
nity leaders and 
members, but one 
that directly impacts 

all of us personally 
and professionally 
with our families, 
workplaces, schools 
and community at 
large,” West said. 

Businesses that 
are not Chamber 
members are encour-
aged to join. In recent 
months, the Cham-
ber has included 
value-added educa-
tional and network-
ing opportunities like 
the leadership lunch-
eon to benefit the 
local business com-
munity.

BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Policing will be somewhat 
different for Mikka Crabtree 
now that she’s home. 

The 34-year-old was last 
week named the first female 
police officer in Marion his-
tory. She started patrolling 
last Thursday and she ad-
mits the beat will have its 
own set of challenges aside 
from the normal things that 
come with being a cop. 

“There will be an adjust-
ment,” she said, “a learning 
curve.” 

Crabtree grew up here, 
started working alongside her 
father, local barber Mike 
Crabtree, on the rescue 
squad as a teenager. She 
graduated from Crittenden 
County High School in 2008. 
Her mother, Cindy Crabtree, 
is a longtime teacher in the 

school district. Her younger 
brother, Dylan, is assistant 
chief of the Crittenden 
County Volunteer Fire De-
partment.  

Mayor D’Anna Browning 
said Crabtree’s family history 
of community service holds 
great merit. 

“It’s good to have you 
home,” the mayor said dur-
ing last week’s swearing in 
ceremony at city hall. “You 
were raised in a family that 

understands community 
service and that’s a big deal 
and I want to express my 
gratitude for that.” 

For all those reasons, 
Crabtree is excited to be 
home. However, she still real-
izes it will be unlike her posi-
tions with the Cadiz Police 
Department and Trigg 
County Sheriff’s Department 
that spanned about five years 
starting in 2015. When she 
left Trigg County, Crabtree 
was a sergeant. 

“I really didn’t know the 
general public when I started 
in Trigg County,” she said. 

Now, she’s going to be 
policing in a community 
where almost everyone 
knows her and she will know 
them. Crabtree said an offi-
cer must always be objective,  
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Patrolman MIkka Crabtree was sworn as Marion Police Department’s newest officer last week at 
city hall by Mayor D’Anna Browning in front of Crabtree’s family and friends.

HOME SECURITY 
Crabtree returns to roots with badge

Mikka Crabtree 
joins a growing 
team of female 
leaders at city 
hall. For the first 
time, Marion’s 
mayor and city 
administrator are 
also female.

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County School Re-

source Officer Deputy John 
Shofner on Monday submitted 
his resignation effective next 
month, leaving the sheriff’s de-
partment and school district 
scrambling to find a replace-
ment. The resignation was partly 
due to a dispute over pay, but Shofner said 
there were other factors, too. 

School Superintendent Tonya Driver says 
safety and security are clearly the district’s 
top priority and that a successor is being 
sought in earnest. 

Sheriff Evan Head has a couple of leads on 
possible school resource officers and is work-
ing to avoid any lapse in law enforcement 
presence at the schools. 

Actually, Crittenden County has been out 
of compliance with a new state law that went 
into effect Aug. 1, 2022 requiring a school re-
source officer (SRO) on every campus. There 

are two campuses in this county and Shofner 
rotates his time between them. 

The local school district signed a formal 
waiver in 2022 citing a lack of SRO candi-
dates and lack of funding as its reason for not 
complying with the law, known as House Bill 
63, which was passed by the Kentucky legis-
lature in the spring of 2022 and signed into 
law by Gov. Andy Beshear. Since receiving 
that temporary deferral from the requirement, 
Driver said funding has been secured and the 
district has been actively seeking a second 
SRO. 

Now, it needs two. 
Shofner, 60, a former Union County law-

man, had been working for the school district 
since 2018. Last summer, he was honored as 
School Resource Officer of the Year for the 
Western Region of Kentucky.  

For the past five years, Shofner’s employ-
ment contract has been provided through an 
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Shofner

Shofner leaving school, 
district looking for SRO

Mental health topic of Chamber luncheon



Hardin 
On Monday after-

noon at 2:30, Sept. 4, 
2023 our precious 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ said, "Well 
done thou good and 
faithful servant: Thou 
hast been faithful over 
a few things, I will 
make the ruler over 
m a n y 
t h i n g s : 
E n t e r 
thou into 
the joy of 
the Lord, 
R i c h a r d 
"D ick i e " 
Hardin.  

Dickie, as everyone 
knew him, was born 
on Dec. 7, 1955 to 
Ewell and Martha 
Hardin and spent over 
half his life in Marion, 
before moving to 
Grand Rivers. Due to 
illness, he was not 
able to drive but could 
always be seen riding 
his golf cart all over 
Lake City and Grand 
Rivers. He was always 
checking on the fish-
ermen, but mostly vis-
iting his best friend 
and church buddy, 
David Gilly, at least 
once a day, sometimes 
two or more. He never 
met a stranger and 
made many friends on 
that golf cart. He 
worked at Vulcan Ma-
terials for 20 years be-
fore retiring due to his 
health. 

He was a faithful 
member of Lake City 
Church of God, where 
he played the guitar.  

Surviving are his 
wife of 27 years, 
Wilma Hardin; two 
sons, Jacob (Krystal) 
Hardin and Adam 
Hardin, both of Mar-
ion; a step-son, Den-
nis Fleet of Grand 
Rivers; three grand-
daughters, Hannah 
(Jason) Fleet Craft of 
Lamasco and Karlie 
Hardin and Emily 
Hardin, both of Mar-
ion; four grandsons, 
Zachary Fleet of 
Grand Rivers and 
Tucker Hardin, Char-
lie Hardin and Dylan 
Hardin, all of Marion; 
a great-great-grand-
son, Coen Craft; three 
bonus great-great-
granddaughters, Ker-
stin Craft, Kyra Craft 
and Kenttavia Mat-
thews, all of Lamasco; 
two sisters, Theresa 
Davenport of Lexing-
ton and Kathy (Dave) 
Edmondson of Chan-
dler, Ind.; a sister-in-
law, Phillis Hardin of 
Marion; two brothers-
in-law, Bobby Springs 
of Kuttawa and Jeff 
(Lisa) Timmons of 
Marshall County; a 
former daughter-in-
law, Rachel Smith 
Fleet; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

In addition to his 
parents, he was pre-

ceded in death by a 
brother, Pippi Hardin. 

Funeral services 
were Saturday, Sept. 
9 at Lakeland Funeral 
Home with Bro. Bill 
Lee officiating. Burial 
was in Star Lime 
Cemetery next to Lake 
City Church of 
God. Pallbearers were 
Jason Craft, Billy 
Springs, Scottie 
Timons, Matt Co-
chran, Matt Cunning-
ham and Jackson 
Brown. 

Paid obituary 

Walker 
Raymond Eugene 

Walker, 97, of Salem, 
died Wednesday, 
Sept. 6, 2023 at Prov-
idence Pointe Health-
care in Paducah. 

Walker was a 
farmer and was self-
employed as a core 
d r i l l e r . 
Upon re-
t irement 
from that 
business, 
he began 
a new oc-
cupation 
as a water 
hauler and 
served nu-
merous fam-
ilies in the 
area. He was 
a well-loved member 
of the community and 
was admired by all he 
served. He was a vet-
eran of World War II 
and a member of Life 
in Christ Church. 

Surviving are his 
wife of 70 years, Nor-
veline Walker of 
Salem; a son, Michael 
(Tanya) Walker of 
Madisonville; a 
daughter, Melinda 
(David) Watson of Pa-
ducah; three grand-
children, Russ Walker 
of Chicago, Ryan 
Walker of Murray and 
Lauren Watson Nei-
hoff of Paducah; five 
great-grandchildren, 
Addair Walker, 

Thatch Walker, Jack 
Walker, Briggs Walker 
and Jett Walker; and 
several nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Leslie and Elva Hill 
Walker; and two 
brothers, Wendell 
Walker and Randall 
Walker. 

Funeral services 
were Sunday, Sept. 10 
at Life in Christ 
Church in Marion 
with  burial in Salem 
Cemetery.  

Myers Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Manley 
Stuart Allen Man-

ley, 69, of Dunedin, 
Fla., died Tuesday, 
Sept. 5, 2023 at his 
home. 

He was a retired 
journeyman plumber 
and had lived in Flor-
ida for many years.   

Surviving are his 
wife, Evelyn Lois Man-
ley;  a step-daughter, 
Robin Carr of Largo, 
Fla.; his mother, Shir-
ley Small of Marion;  
step-mother Chris 
Manley of Hawthorne, 
Fla.; three siblings, 
Julie (Scott) Mellecker 
of Buckeye, Ariz., 
Brandon Manley of 
Hawthorne, Fla., and   
Cara (Ryan) Turner of 
Hoover, Ala.; an 
uncle,  Bennie Man-
ley, Jr., aunt Diann 
Manley of Glen Allen, 
Va.; and many cous-
ins, nieces and 
nephews.   

He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
Bobby Dean Manley of 
Hawthorne, Fla.; and 
step-father Richard 
Small of Marion. 

Graveside services 
are at 2 p.m., Monday 
Oct. 9 at Crowell 
Cemetery. Gilbert Fu-
neral Home is in 
charge of arrange-
ments. 
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Deaths

Class of ‘56 
 The Crittenden County High School Class of 1956 held its 67th class re-
union at the Majestic House in Princeton, Saturday, Sept. 2.  Seated from 
left are Anna Lee Hughes Johnson, Rev. Wendell Ordway and Sarah Alex-
ander Ford, (standing from left) Tommy Wring, C. W. Stevens, Paul Crow-
ell, Sam Brandon, Martha Cook Kirk, Donald Martin, Gladys Parmley 
Brown and Roberta Drury Shewmaker. Not pictured, Paul Belt.

2

Junior Chamber 
Crittenden County High School students (from 
left) Taylor Haire, Layla West and Maddie Travis 
are fulfilling roles as junior directors of the Crit-
tenden County Chamber of Commerce. The trio 
attended Tuesday’s meeting and have specific 
duties at Chamber functions, including the up-
coming Chamber Awards Gala Oct. 28 at Fohs 
Hall. 

Extension 
events 

• “Budgets & Money 
Habits” will be presented 
at 2 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 
19 and at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 28 by 
Crittenden County 
Family and Consumer 
Sciences Agent Rebecca 
Woodall at the Extension 
Annex.  This class helps 
particpants identify 
money habits and learn 
how to budget household 
income. This class will 
count toward Com-
munity Christmas re-
quirements. Call the 
Extension Office to reg-
ister at (270) 965-5236. 

• A Small Ruminant 
Master Nutrition pre-
sented by Dee Heimgart-
ner will be held at 6 p.m, 
Tuesday, Sept. 26 at the 
Extension Annex. Call 
the Extension Office to 
register at (270) 965-
5236. 
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STAFF REPORT 
No citizens attended a 

public hearing Thursday, 
Sept. 7 designed to dis-
cuss the Crittenden 
County Board of Educa-
tion’s intention to raise 
taxes.  

In a unanimous vote, 
the five-member board 
approved a school tax 
rate of 51.6 cents per 
$100 of assessed value 
for real and personal 
property. The new rates 
reflect a four percent in-
crease. The 2022 rate 
was 49 cents per $100 
assessed value. 

The school tax for ve-
hicles and utilities re-
mained unchanged for 
2024, at 54.1 cents and 3 

cents, respectively.  
The difference will 

mean $26 more in school 
taxes for property owners 
with a $100,000 home. 

“People had an oppor-
tunity to come and 
speak, and I appreciate 
The Press educating the 
public of what our inten-
tions are,” said board 
chairman Chris Cook.  

“Although we like it for 
the community that Crit-
tenden County’s real es-
tate value goes up, 

because that signals the 
overall health of the com-
munity, the negative part 
is as assessments go up, 
regardless of tax rate, the 
state’s funding formula 
expects more local con-
tribution to local educa-
tion.” 

Cook said local real es-
tate values have gone up 
$25 million in four years, 
from $370 million to 
$395 million locally.  

Superintendent Tonya 
Driver said the last time 
the Crittenden County 
Board of Education took 
a four-percent tax in-
crease was in 2018. 
Since then, the board 
has taken the same or 
compensating rate.

Annual exam leads to 
4% school tax increase

Show aids Wishes 
Vendors are invited to 

participate in the Horsin' 
Around for Wishes Bene-
fit Show and Fun Day for 
the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation Saturday, Sept. 
23 at the Hancock 
County Fairgrounds.  

 For information about 
vendor fees, call Jessica 
Wright (270) 363-4888.  

Crittenden County Board of Education member Tim Grau (right) takes a sip of the
chocolate milk served in local cafeterias during a board meeting last week. Super-
intendent Tonya Driver (second from left) wants board members to sample some of
the food served in the cafeteria, and began the taste test this month with cartons of
chocolate milk. Also pictured are board members (from left) Chris Cook, Eric Larue
and Bill Asbridge.

Roping action 
FFA tailgating before the Rockets’ Friday football game 
included a little roping challenge behind the ag shop at 
Crittenden County High School. Seasoned rodeo par-
ticipant Presley Potter, a freshman, tries her had at calf 
roping during pre-game festivities.

SRO 

Continued from page 1 
agreement between the 
school district and the 
sheriff’s department. Last 
summer, he was also 
hired as assistant Alco-
hol Beverage Control 
(ABC) officer by the City 
of Marion at a pay rate of 
$1,000 per month. The 
funding was coming from 
revenue generated by 
Marion’s five-percent al-
cohol tax. Last week, the 
city terminated that 
funding. 

Mayor D’Anna Brown-
ing said the city could no 
longer fund the position 
as it had been over the 
past 14 months.  

“Officer Shofner is an 
asset to the school and 
our community. Unfor-
tunately, the city cannot 
use ABC funds to supple-
ment income for the 
sheriff’s office. If we had 
the additional funds, I 
would increase the pay 
for our own police de-
partment and city 
workers. As long as we 
have water issues and 
potholes, we simply can-
not supplement another 
department’s personnel 
budget,” the mayor said. 

The school superin-
tendent said the city’s 
withdrawal of funding for 
Shofner neither affected 
the district’s original con-
tract with him nor the 
original pay. She said the 
school was willing to 
work to make up the dif-
ference.  

The school district’s 
contract calls for an 
hourly rate of $21.25 for 
the resource officer. 
Sheriff Head said the 
county has also been 
supplementing that pay 

to a small degree. Head 
said the county spends 
about $63,000 beyond 
the funding it receives 
from the school district to 
keep a deputy on cam-
pus. He believes the city 
should be helping, too. 

“The school and county 
absorb 100 percent of the 
cost to provide the SRO,” 
Head said. “It’s not fair. 
The city should have 
some contribution to the 
safety and security of the 
school system.” 

Across the common-
wealth, school resource 
officers are typically 
funded in three ways, 
either solely by the sher-
iff’s department, through 
a cooperative agreement 
between the school and 
sheriff or through munic-
ipal or metro police de-
partments. The Kentucky 
Center for School Safety 
says that more than half 
are solely funded by 

sheriffs’ departments 
while about 30 percent 
have police department 
funding.  

Although Head says 
there is a statewide 
shortage of law enforce-
ment officers, he’s work-
ing tirelessly to find a 
replacement for the 
school district.  

“The average age of law 
enforcement officers is no 
longer 20s and 30s, it’s 
40s, 50s and 60s,” Head 
said. “We are not seeing 
new young people inter-
ested in law enforcement 
because of the national 
attitude toward policing 
and the whole thing of 
(poor) pay and benefits. 
Plus, nobody wants to be 
in a job where they make 
a mistake they go to 
prison.” 

Locally, the sheriff and 
police department have 
been struggling to keep 
officers because nearby 

agencies are offering
higher pay and better
benefits. 

School resource of-
ficers require special
training above and bey-
ond the state’s typical
law enforcement certifi-
cation. However, a certi-
fied law enforcement
officer can be hired as a
SRO so long as they com-
plete SRO1 training
within a year. There are
three levels of SRO train-
ing. Shofner has a Level
2 certification.

Tax                 2022       2023     
Real Estate    49.0        51.6  
Pers. Prop.    49.0        51.6  
Vehicle          54.1        54.1 
Utility               3.0          3.0 

Rate is cents per $100 as-
sessed value. 

Pre-game paint 
Maddie Riley got festive during a Crittenden County 
High School FBLA fundraiser by adding face paint be-
fore the Rockets’ home football game Friday. Assisting 
the club with painting is Staci Blackburn.

Call or stop by 
The Crittenden Press 

(270) 965-3191 
for  

Business cards  
Envelopes • Banners 

Stamps • Stickers  
Much more



Extension offers credit  
class on home budgeting 

A class on managing household 
budgets will be presented this month 
by the Crittenden County Extension 
Service. 

Led by Extension Agent Rebecca 
Woodall, the class dubbed Budgets & 
Money Habits will be held at 2 p.m., 
on Tuesday, Sept. 19 and 5:30 p.m., 
on Sept. 28 at the UK Extension of-
fice on US 60 East. Instruction will 
include tips on how to identify 
money habits and how to budget 
household income. This class quali-
fies for Community Christmas credit. 
For information, call the Extension 
office at 270-965-5236. 

 

Goats, sheep plus cooking 
classes on tap at Extension 

Crittenden County Extension 
Agent Dee Heimgartner will present a 
Small Ruminant Master Nutrition 
class at 6 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 26 at 
the Extension Annex on US 60 East. 
Call the Extension office to register 
270-965-5236. 

Also, the Extension Cooking Club 
will meet at 1:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Sept. 28 at the Extension Annex.  

 

Magistrates approve 
road improvement list 

Magistrates last week held a spe-
cial meeting to approve a list of 
county roads ear-marked for paving 
and repairs under $538,966 in Fiscal 
Year 24 Flex Funds. 

The state provides, at its discre-
tion, flexible use dollars for Rural 
Secondary road improvements. Many 
of the roads were on last year’s list, 
but were never completed because 
the contractor did not get to the 
jobs. 

Crittenden has almost 400 miles 
of county roads and there are more 
than 40,000 miles of county roads in 
Kentucky. Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom said the Flex Funds are 

grossly below what the county needs 
to make adequate improvements.  

The judge said beyond the roads 
listed below, there should be other 
projects completed this fall, includ-
ing further work on Fords Ferry Road 
and Tom Hill Road among others.  

•Adams Street .104 miles resur-
facing. 

•Axel Creek Road, 1 mile resur-
facing from KY 70 to near Paddy’s 
Bluff Road. 

•Blackford Church Road .2 miles 
of resurfacing from US 60. 

•Cool Springs Road 1.52 miles 
resurfacing starting at Nunn Switch 
Road and extending westward. 

•Cotton Patch Road 1.4 miles 
resurfacing starting at KY 654 ex-
tending to westward.  

•Dick Jones Road .5 miles of 
resurfacing starting at KY 297 and 
extending southwest.  

•Fishtrap Road 1.69 miles patch-
ing starting from near intersection 
with US 60.  

•Fords Ferry Road .9 miles start-
ing near Pilots Knob Road and ex-
tending northward. 

•Glendale Church Road .3 miles of 
resurfacing starting at KY 2123 and 
extending southeastwardly. 

 

Salaried employee rules 
could be changing soon 

The U.S. Labor Department’s Wage 
and Hour Division is now accepting 
comments — in favor of or opposed 
to — its proposal to lift all exempt 
employees’ salary minimums to 
$1,059 per week or $55,068 per 
year. 

All employees are eligible for 
overtime pay if they work more than 

40 hours per week unless they are 
qualified as exempt employees.  For 
an employee to be classified as ex-
empt, he or she must be paid the 
minimum salary AND be qualified 
under a duty-based category, such 
as executive, professional, adminis-
trative, outside sales or computer 
employees. Each of these duty-based 
categories is specifically defined by 
the Labor Department. 

For employees meeting the duty-
based tests, the new salary level 
would increase by about 55% and 
would be automatically increased 
every three years by an inflation ad-
justment. 

The Labor Department will receive 
comments through Nov. 7. To com-
ment, visit the Federal Register’s 
comment page at: Regulations.gov. 

 

ASVAB Test could lead to 
a U.S. military career 

Local high school students who 
are at least 16 years old can register 
and take the Armed Services Voca-
tional Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) Test 
on Nov. 8 at Crittenden County High 
School. 

The ASVAB Test can lead to a U.S. 
military career. It is a timed, multi-
aptitude test, which is given at more 
than 14,000 schools and Military En-
trance Processing Stations nation-
wide and is developed and 
maintained by the Defense Depart-
ment. The ASVAB helps the military 
determine whether you are a good fit 
to join the service, and also which 
service branch you might be best for 
and even what military jobs you can 
hold after you finish basic training or 
boot camp. The better your ASVAB 
score, the broader your options. 

If interested, talk to your school 
leadership team or counselor. 

 

IRS cracking down on 
wealthy corner cutters 

The IRS has announced that it is 
launching an effort to aggressively 
pursue 1,600 millionaires and 75 
large business partnerships that owe 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
past due taxes. 

A boost in federal funding and ar-
tificial intelligence tools are helping 
the agency target wealthy people 
who have cut corners on their taxes, 
the Associated Press reports.  

The IRS says 1,600 millionaires 
who owe at least $250,000 each in 
back taxes and 75 large business 
partnerships that have assets of 
roughly $10 billion on average are 
targeted for the new compliance ef-
forts. 

In July, IRS leadership said it col-
lected $38 million in delinquent 
taxes from more than 175 high-in-
come taxpayers in the span of a few 
months. Now, the agency will scale 
up that effort, the AP reports. 

A team of academic economists 
and IRS researchers in 2021 found 
that the top one percent of U.S. in-
come earners fail to report more 
than 20 percent of their earnings to 
the IRS. 

 

Forensic audit may not be 
on tap for sheriff after all 

Crittenden County Judge-Execu-
tive Perry Newcom says a forensic 
audit of the sheriff’s department fi-
nancial accounts has been put on 
hold pending finals results of an on-
going state audit of the same ac-
counts. 

“We’re holding off until the results 
of the state audit are available,” 
Newcom said.  

Magistrates voted in August to 
hire an independent auditor to con-
duct a forensic examination of fiscal 
years 2022 and 2023, which would 
have spanned across administrations 
of former sheriff Wayne Agent and 
current sheriff Evan Head.  

Newcom said state officials believe 
the audit they should be completing 
soon will answer any looming ques-
tions about tax account balances 
during the transfer from one sheriff 
to the other. He said a forensic audit 
would be costly, $10,000 or more, 
and if the state’s findings are ade-
quate, it makes little sense to ex-
pend further funds. 

County leaders say they don’t be-
lieve anything nefarious has been 
going on, but bookkeeping issues 
need to be cleared up in order to 
reconcile accounts. 

 

State Fair draws 599K 
 The 2023 Kentucky State Fair 

drew more than 599,000 people for 
the fair and the 120th World’s 
Championship Horse Show, which 
takes place during the fair. Despite 

several days of severe heat, this was 
a significant 14 percent increase over 
last year’s attendance of 525,000, 
and is the highest attendance since 
at least 2018. 

 Throughout the 11-day event, the 
Kentucky State Fair set daily atten-
dance records for the first three days 
of the fair and two additional days 
compared to data from the previous 
five years. The first Saturday of the 
fair was the busiest day on record, 
dating back to at least 2018. The 
Kentucky State Fair also saw partici-
pation from all 120 counties in the 
Commonwealth.  

 Next year’s 120th Kentucky State 
Fair will occur Aug. 15-25. 

 

Boy okay after being 
hit while riding bicycle 

A six-year-old boy riding his bi-
cycle on West Central Avenue was 
struck by a motorist Friday evening, 
suffering injuries that prompted a 
transfer by AirEvac to an Evansville 
hospital. 

Police Chief Ray O’Neal said the 
boy suffered lacerations and bruises, 
but was flown to a nearby hospital as 
a precaution. The child was released 
from the hospital the following day. 

The crash was handled as an acci-
dent, the chief said. No citation was 
made. An adult male was driving the 
SUV that hit the bike. The investiga-
tion was inconclusive as to exactly 
how the accident ocurred. 

 

Brunch heading down 
street to Hometown 

Brunch of Sandwiches, formerly on 
Main Street in downtown Marion, has 
moved to a new location inside the 
former Hometown Foods store.  

The brunch and breakfast shop 
had a soft re-opened Wednesday. 
For now, plans are to be open at the 
drive-through window only. 

A new online menu, ordering and 
payment options are also now avail-
able. A link is available on its Face-
book page. The business is owned by 
Blair and Sandra Winders. 

Once the dining room is open to 
customers, plans are for Friday and 
Sunday buffets and themed menues. 

 

 

Show and Shine plans 
final event of series 

The final event in the annual sum-
mertime Show and Shine Car Show 
series will be held in downtown  
Marion on Thursday, Sept. 28 at the 
courthouse square. The event is 
sponsored by Marion Tourism and 
Recreation Commission. The monthly 
shows began in the spring and this 
will be the last until 2024. All makes 
and models are welcome. 

 
 
  

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  
It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 

 

50 YEARS AGO 
September 13, 1973 
n The Marion United Presbyterian Church 
celebrated the 107th anniversary of its or-
ganization with a guest speaker and open 
house in commemoration of the event. Re-
freshments were served and a collection of 
early Bibles, Bible dictionaries, hymn 
books, church records and other memen-
tos were on display. The Marion United 
Presbyterian Church is the oldest church 
in Crittenden, Caldwell, and Livingston 
counties and more than likely the second 
oldest in Kentucky west of the Green 
River.  
n A Crittenden Countian was sent to help 
control one of the western states’ raging 
forest fires. Forest ranger Don Hodge 
spent 11 days fighting a fire which eventu-
ally burned 11,000 acres in Eldorado Na-
tional Forrest near Redding, Cali. He was 
one of 41 rangers from Kentucky to fight 
the California fire. Fires were burning out 
of control in five different states and Boise, 
Idaho was selected as the main center 
from which to deploy the firefighters from 
because it had the largest fire and the 
least control. Hodge worked 12-hour shifts 
that often were extended to 16-hour days.  
n Crittenden County came back from a 
scoreless first half with 16 points in the 
final two periods to claim its first victory of 
the year against the cougars of McLean 
County. Mike Hunt and Mike Taylor carried 
the ball over for the two Rocket touch-
downs and quarterback Chuck Evans con-
nected on the two-point after attempts to 
give Crittenden a 16-0 win.  
 

25 YEARS AGO 
September 10, 1998 
n Students in Shannon Hodge’s eighth 
grade social studies class at Crittenden 
County Middle School had a history lesson 
that involved the construction of time cap-
sules. With varying requirements on size 
and viewability of the items inside, each of 
the time capsules told a different story, for 
each student had his own depiction of 
what should have been included. Like his-
tory, the time capsules only included care-
fully selected items. The students 
presented them to the class and explained 
why they chose the items they did. Maybe 
someday, someone, somewhere will find a 
time capsule from 1998 and understand 
the students at CCMS a little more.  
n Marion businesswoman and garden en-

thusiast Barbara Wheeler entered a con-
test that is right up her alley. With photog-
raphy assistance from her son Mike, 
Wheeler entered a Country Living Garden 
magazine contest using scenes from her 
home and business.  
n Crittenden County cattleman Mark 
Williams earned himself and his family’s 
farming operation some national attention. 
Williams was featured in an article in the 
September issue of Progressive Farmer. 
The article looked at how Williams’ Triple 
W Farms beefed up profits by using envi-
ronmentally-friendly practices.  
 

10 YEARS AGO 
September 12, 2013 
n There was a day back in 1965 when 
Sam Ball was one of the best college foot-
ball players in America. At 6 feet 5 inches 
tall and 245 pounds, the University of Ken-
tucky tackle was a consensus All-Ameri-
can, and his No. 73 jersey is now retired. 
He was drafted No. 1 by the Baltimore 
Colts, and the Henderson native played in 
two Super Bowls at offensive tackle, block-
ing for hall of famer Johnny Unitas. Forty-
three years later, Ball has returned to 
Henderson but owns a 400-acre farm off 
Chapel Hill Road in Marion. He enjoyed 
traveling to Crittenden County regularly to 
spend days hunting and farming on his 
property. 
n Five hundred twenty-one years ago this 
week, Christopher Columbus was just a 
few days into his trek across the Atlantic 
Ocean en route to discovering the New 
World. It was Sept. 6, 1492, when the ex-
plorer left the Canary Islands off the west 
coast of Africa with three ships – the Nina, 
Pinta, and Santa Maria –bound for what he 
thought was a new trade route to Asia. 
Bringing history to life, replicas of the ships 
were docked at Green Turtle Bay in Grand 
Rivers.  
n For five wounded Fort Campbell sol-
diers, there was nothing better than a few 
days of hunting, fishing, and relaxing over 
Labor Day weekend to spend on their road 
to recovery. The Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, Riverbend 
Whitetails and Wild Wing Lodge in Critten-
den County partnered to host Wounded 
Warriors for four days of dove hunting and 
fishing.  

 
Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 
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Before I was aware that 
I was in this world, I had 
breath of life. I was fed, 
clothed and 
loved. I was well 
into elementary 
school before I 
began to real-
ize the extent 
of the differenc-
es in resources 
that my class-
mates had. By 
the time I was 
in my second 
year of college, 
I had become 
painfully aware 
that my back-
ground had not 
prepared me to 
be a student at a 
private school. I 
am still learning 
the depth and 
breadth of inequity in the 
world.

I now know that people 
pay more for a single piece 
of fruit than I would pay 
for a meal out. There are 
some who walk around in 
suits that cost more than I 
make in a year. I will nev-
er understand a handbag 
that costs $200,000 and 
probably don’t need to un-
derstand it.

What I do know is that 
everyone experienced the 
昀rst sentence of this col-
umn in a very similar fash-
ion. However not all were 
fed, clothed and loved the 
same way. Some have nev-
er known a moment when 
they not only had what 
they needed, but also ev-
erything they wanted. Oth-
ers have known extended 

days of fear and want. 
As one who believes 

that God’s creative pow-
er and word is 
responsible for 
all life on this 
planet, one way 
or another, I 
must remember 
that everything 
comes from 
Him. There is 
nothing that 
anyone has that 
is of their own 
making. We are 
fortunate to live 
in a society and 
culture that val-
ues skill, hard 
work, and tal-
ent. But those 
things must 
be mentored, 
trained, and 

disciplined. No one does 
that on their own. Gener-
ous hearts remember this.

Generosity is a mindset 
that begins with gratitude. 
It is not about money. It is 
not even primarily about 
money. It is about how we 
treat others who, like us, 
live in a world that has 
managed to create people 
in need out of abundance. 
I am sure we all remember 
the dif昀culty created for 
some after a national news 
presenter stood in front of 
an empty shelf where toilet 
paper was missing. There 
was always enough, but 
because people acted like 
there wasn’t, there was a 
problem. The wonderful 
planet has enough of ev-
erything for everyone but 
there are those who live as 

though there is not. 
There is enough work to 

do. There is enough food. 
There is enough money. 
There are enough people 
who can teach, heal, build, 
design, and create. It is a 
failure of generosity that 
causes trouble in so many 
parts of the world. It takes 
generous people to make 
more generous people and 
that can be risky.

When the people of God 
were in the wilderness, 
they were provided food 
which they called “man-
na.” They were given in-
struction to collect only 
what they needed for the 
day (or two days if the next 
was sabbath). In the Ser-
mon on the Mount, Jesus 
prayed, “Give us this day 
our daily bread.” Later 
he says not to be anxious 
about what we are to eat or 
wear because God knows 
we need those things.

When we forget this, we 
fail to be generous. Gener-
osity extends to our time, 
our talents, and our other 
resources. A generous per-
son will lift others up be-
cause they know that there 
is more good work to be 
done than we can ever do. 

The hymn, “There is a 
Sea” is a picture of gener-
osity. The 昀rst verse de-
scribes the Sea of Galilee; 
the second verse, the Dead 
Sea; the third asks us to 
decide which one we will 
be.

The lyrics below (Rich-
ard Glover, Lula K. Zahn) 
are found in Great Songs 
of the Church, Elmer Jor-

genson, ed. 
There is a sea which day 

by day
Receives the rippling 

rills;
And streams that spring 

from wells of God,
Or fall from cedared 

hills.
But what it thus re-

ceives, it gives
With glad, unsparing 

hand;
A stream more wide, 

with deeper tide,
Flows on to lower land.
There is a sea which day 

by day
Receives a fuller tide;
But all its store it keeps, 

nor gives
To shore nor sea beside.
It’s Jordan’s stream, 

now turned to brine,
Like heavy, molten lead;
Its dreadful name doth 

e’er proclaim,
That sea is waste and 

dead.
Which shall it be for you 

and me
Who God’s good gifts ob-

tain?
Shall we accept for self 

alone,
Or take, to give again?
For He who once was 

rich indeed
Laid all His glory down;
That by His grace our 

ransomed race
Should share His wealth 

and crown.
Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 

minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

There is nothing without God

Why am I still tempted to do wrong things?

n Calvary Baptist Church in Marion will be hosting its 
annual homecoming celebration on Sunday, Oct. 1. Bro. 
Nathan Howton will be bringing the message and a fellow-
ship meal will be at noon following the service. The Davis 
Family will be singing at 1:30 p.m.

n Crittenden County High School SBDM will meet at 
3:30 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 14 in the library.

n Frances Cemetery is accepting donations for mow-
ing and upkeep. Contributions may emailed to: Joe Ann 
Asbridge, 117 Lafayette Heights, Marion, KY 42064 or 
deposited in the Frances Cemetery account at Peoples 
Bank. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Every-
one is welcome to take items or place them in the box for 
others to enjoy.

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building from the Thrift Store.

n The VFW in Marion will have a meeting at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, August 10  at 412 North College St. Refresh-
ments will be served.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The 
Clothes Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. 
The Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in 
Coleman Hall of the church.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy 
in Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days 
week at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

Community Events & News

Question: When I placed 
my trust in Jesus as my 
Lord and Savior, I thought 
the Christian life would be 
easy, but I’m still struggling 
with my old temptations. 
Why is God allowing me 
to be tempted to do wrong 
things?

Answer: Who said living 
a Christian live is easy? It’s 
not! Matter of fact, it is war! 
Before we become Chris-
tians, Satan has us under 
his control, but when we 
give our lives to God, Satan 
does everything he can to 
turn us away from Him. In 

the midst of tempations, we 
are called to live pure lives.

We may blame God for 
allowing temptations to still 
be a part of our lives. We 
may blame Satan for caus-
ing us to sin, but the truth of 
the matter is—We have no 
one to blame but ourselves 
when we fall into sin. “When 

tempted, no one should 
say, ‘God is tempting me.’ 
For God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does he tempt 
anyone; but each one is 
tempted when, by his own 
evil desire, he is dragged 
away and enticed” (Jms. 
1:13, 14). 

We don’t have to give 

in to temptations. We can 
stand strong in the face 
of them.  We can defend 
ourselves against Satan’s 
schemes and live pure lives 
by knowing God’s teachings 
in the Bible and by obeying 
them. Also, God gives us 
the Holy Spirit, who resides 
within each believer, to help 
us recognize temptations 
and He gives us His pow-
er to resist them. When we 
resist temptation, we prove 
that our faith is real and Je-
sus is at work in our lives. 

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



Taverns, distillery made early homes in Marion

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Through the pages of 
the old Crittenden Press-
es, we can enjoy and 
learn much of our town’s 
past history. Let’s take a 
look back at some of the 
taverns and the colorful 
history surrounding this 
era in our past. As al-
ways, the wet-dry issue 
was very controversial.  

–––
Taverns of yesteryear
 Two hundred years 

ago a tavern was a rest 
stop for weary 
travelers. The 
taverns served 
meals, provided 
overnight lodg-
ing, stabling for 
animals, as well 
as the selling of 
“spirits,” in the 
same manner, as 
does a modern 
supermarket in 
a wet territory.

Since a tavern 
was an asset to 
the reputation 
of a state, Ken-
tucky law re-
quired that each 
applicant apply 
for a $10-a-year 
tavern-operation 
license, furnish 
proof of his good repu-
tation, his ability and in-
tention of performing full 
normal services, and fur-
nish a $100 performance 
bond.

On Sept. 9, 1844, John 
S. Gilliam, the town fa-
ther of early Marion, was 
issued a license to keep 
a tavern in his home in 
Marion. It is quite like-
ly that Gilliam did this 
only with the intention of 
providing, what in those 
days was considered a 
necessity to a new town, 
for he could not have 
had more than two guest 
rooms in his one-story 
log cabin.  

E. A. Calvert built on 
the northwest corner of 
Salem and Fords Ferry 
streets (where the Mar-
ion Fire Department is 
today) Calvert’s Tavern, 
the second tavern and 
昀rst real hotel in Marion.

On Feb. 9, 1846, John 
W. Williams rented this 
building and was is-
sued a license to operate 
Calvert’s Tavern for one 
year. In 1870, Calvert’s 
Tavern was run by N. 
B. Douglas, and it was 
called White’s Tavern.  It 
was the 昀rst stagecoach 
tavern stop in Marion.

–––
Wet vs. Dry

After four years of be-
ing dry, Marion again is 
to have saloons by a vote 
of 4-1. Since Jan. 14, 
1890, there have been no 
saloons in Marion, local 
option having been voted 
the August previous and 
since that there has been 
a standing 昀ght between 
the wets and drys, and 
whenever occasion of-
fered in the courts or at 
the polls each has taken 
a whack at the other.  

For four years the drys 
have practically held the 
long end of the string, 
but now it seems that 
the wets are to have their 
running.  In January 
of 1894 the new Mar-
ion board of trustees, 
having been quali昀ed, 
convened Monday, Jan. 
2. The board was com-
posed of J. P. Pierce, J. 
H. Clark, S. Gugenheim, 
W. D. Cannon and H. H. 
Loving.  

After the organization 
of the board had been 
completed, C. E. Doss 
appeared before the 
board and asked that 
coffee house licenses be 
granted to C. E. Doss & 
Co.  

A slip of paper was 
handed to each member 
of the board, and when 
the slips were collected 
four were for granting the 
licenses and one against; 
hence by a vote of 4-1, C. 
E. Doss & Co., will upon 
payment of $500 into the 
city treasury be granted 
licenses to sell spiritu-
ous, vinous and malt li-
quors.

One saloon will not 
be all that the town will 
have. At next week’s 
meeting Mr. W. H. Co-
pher will be on hand 
with $500 asking a per-
mit to do business, and 
doubtless he will secure 
licenses.  It is said that 
still other parties are 
contemplating start-
ing the third saloon.  In 

past years, the saloons 
did not complain of a 
rush of business. Marion 
seemed to be not much 
of a drinking town, and 
the few who did drink en-
joyed a quart more than 
one drink.

–––
Moonshine in

Crittenden
From an editorial in 

The Crittenden Press dat-
ed June 22, 1893, Depu-
ty Sheriff John Pickens 

shared this 
information.  
“Yes sir, a rep-
utable citizen 
of the east-
ern portion 
of the county 
told me that 
he had ev-
ery reason to 
believe that 
“moonshine” 
liquor was 
being man-
ufactured in 
his neighbor-
hood, but as 
for proving 
it, or locat-
ing the worm, 
that was 
s o m e t h i n g 
that could not 

be done, even though 
you might be cocksure 
it is within three miles of 
you.”

Two or three years ago, 
continued Sheriff Pick-
ens, a still was operat-
ed in that section.  Men 
have told me how they 
contrived to get ‘a wee 
drap’ of the mountain 
dew occasionally.  To a 
certain cave they went; 
an oyster can and a 
string would successfully 
bring from the bowels of 
the earth a pint or quart, 
you put some silver in 
the can, lowered it with 
the string, you pulled on 
the string and behold 
the can had been trans-
formed into a bottle.

An of昀cer went on the 
search for that distillery, 
but he never captured it; 
he found “bar signs” but 
no “bar.”

Some of the wooded 
hills of Crittenden with 
their caves and shadowy 
valleys afford amply se-
curity for the business 
of making moonshine.  If 
one couldn’t legally pur-
chase a drink, there were 
other ways of getting one.

–––
Old Hickey Whiskey 

Distillery
In December of 1900 

the distillery of Doss and 
F. E. Robinson & Co. 
had been operating from 
1894 when the county 
had voted to be wet once 

again. This distillery 
was located where the 
old Marion Tannery was 
昀rst located and after it 
ceased operations, R. E. 
Bigham ran a 昀our and 
feed mill in the building, 
the location was on what 
is now the parking lot of 
Hometown Foods. The 
whiskey they manufac-
tured was the New Old 
Hickory, and you could 
buy it at Orme’s for $2 a 
gallon.

In June of 1905, Mr. 
Fred Hipple from Madi-
sonville, who was in the 
saloon business at that 
place, came to Marion 
for the purpose of pur-
chasing the Robertson’s 
distillery and removing 
it to a different loca-
tion.  But after spending 
a short time in the city 
and viewing the rapidity 
with which the city was 
rebuilding after the great 
昀re, he found the busi-
ness prospects so 昀at-
tering that he decided to 
leave the distillery where 
it was. Mr. Hipple, the 
new owner, named his 
company the Old Hick-
ory Whiskey Distillery. 
It produced some of the 
昀nest sour mash whis-
key around. With a mash 

capacity of 25 bushels a 
day, the distillery could 
yield up to 112 gallons a 
day.  The distillery sup-
plied the whiskey for the 
surrounding area, and 
at the time some of the 
town citizens were happy 
to see the distillery stay 
and not be moved away 
somewhere else.

–––
End of Old Hickory 

Distillery
In 1906, one again, lo-

cal areas had the choice 
of going dry or wet.  The 
people voted dry.  This 
would be the end of Mar-
ion’s Old Hickory Distill-
ery.  The distillery had 
always been a contro-
versy as long as it was 
operating. The whole 
time it was in operation 
most of the town people 
wanted to get rid of it.  
They complained that it 
only added trouble to the 
community. There were 
always 昀ghts and brawls 
going on in the town af-
ter dark from the results 
of visiting the saloons 
where it was sold. Af-
ter the county was once 
again voted dry, and the 
distillery had to close 
its doors, there were no 
complaints about it go-

ing out of business.  
No legal whiskey was 

sold in Marion after 
then, although it wasn’t 
until 1919 that prohibi-
tion came into effect.     

Some of Marion’s sa-
loons or places of busi-
ness that sold Old Hick-
ory Whiskey in the time 
period of 1900 to 1906 
were:  The Victor Bar, 
270 Main St., Eber-
le, Hardin, & Co., The 
Cameron House, E. W. 
Taylor, next door to the 

Cook Hotel, Orme’s Drug 
Store, on Main St. and 
Billart Old Stand, on Ho-
tel Block.

–––
Treasured Reminders 

Today
A few local residents 

are fortunate to have 
reminders of this time 
in our history when sa-
loons and whiskey were 
available on the streets 
of Marion. They are the 
proud owners of stone 
crocks, with the vari-
ous names printed on 
them, that were used to 
hold the whiskey and 
were probably used as 
advertisement for their 
business. A few of these 
known treasurers are: 
Doss & Co., The Victor 
Bar, The Palace Saloon, 
Eberle, Hardin & Co., 
and The Old Hickory Dis-
tillery.   

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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These treasured antique jugs are from a few of the old saloons/taverns and drug 
stores once operated in Marion. C. E. Doss was the 昀rst store owner that requested 
a liquor license after Marion went wet again in 1894. Orme Drug Store on Main St. 
used it for medicinal purposes and Eberle & Hardin was also located on Main St.



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

sales
229 Second Street, Mar-
ion. Friday and Saturday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Household 
items, furniture, kitchen 
items, toys, clothes and 
lots more. (1t-37-p)

for rent
Horse barn with 8 stalls for 
rent. Exercise area inside 
barn, training pen outside. 
Includes water, electric-
ity and 25-acre pasture. 
(270) 969-0228. (2t-38-p)

employment
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES 
FOR MOST POSITIONS!!  
Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer 
a competitive salary, ben-
e昀ts package, and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current open-
ings,  view quali昀cations, 
and apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtcjobs.
com “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today” (tfc-c)
LABORERS NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY! Full-time 
local positions, 1st & 2nd 
shift.  Good starting wage 
$16 or more based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.    (tfc-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (20t-44-p)
Valley View Windows, 
custom built vinyl win-
dows, 3-week lead time. 
Free estimates. We in-
stall for new construction 
and replacement. Dou-
ble-pane glass, low E 
and Argon or clear glass. 
Closed Thurs., Sat. and 
Sun. New Location: 2111 

Turkey Knob Rd., Marion, 
Ky. 42064. (52t-26-p) 

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making one 
call for all! For more infor-
mation, contact the classi-
昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.
com.

public notice
Notice is hereby given 
that the City of Marion, 
Kentucky, has 昀led an ap-
plication with the Energy 
and Environment Cabinet 
to perform Interim Risk 
Reduction Measures on 
the Lake George Dam. 
The property is located in 
Crittenden County along 
an unnamed tributary to 
Crooked Creek. The site 
is approximately ½-mile 
south of the intersection 
of Earl Patmore Rd. and 
Chapel Hill Rd. The project 
consists of modi昀cations 
to the dam to improve cur-
rent conditions. Any com-
ments or objections can 
be submitted via email to: 
DOWFloodplain@ky.gov 
Kentucky Division of Wa-
ter, Floodplain Manage-
ment Section, 300 Sower 
Blvd. Frankfort, KY 40601.  
Call 502-564-3410 with 
questions.  (2t-37-c)

statewides
CARS/TRUCKS

CASH FOR CARS! We 
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free tow-
ing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-855-968-1588
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
RUNNING OR NOT!! 
FAST FREE PICKUP. 
Maximum tax deduction. 
Support Patriotic Hearts. 
Your car donation helps 
Vets! 1-877-459-1458
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $64.99/
mo For 24 mos, Free In-
stallation!  165+ Channels 
Available.  Call Now For 
The Most Sports & En-
tertainment On TV!  855-
695-7008
Switch to DISH and get up 
to a $300 gift card! Plus 
get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV Sports Pack – 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro 
and college sports LIVE. 
Plus over 40 regional and 
specialty networks includ-
ed. NFL, College Football, 
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf 
and more. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Un-
limited talk and text with 
昀exible data plans. Premi-
um nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more 
information, call 1-833-
353-2982
FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-

tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979
In昀ation is at 40 year 
highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or more 
in debt? Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF and 昀nd 
out how to pay off your 
debt for signi昀cantly less 
than what you owe! FREE 
quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602
GROCERY

ENJOY 100% guaran-
teed, delivered-to-the-
door  Omaha Steaks! Get 
8 FREE Omaha Steaks 
Burgers!  Order The 
All-Time Grilling Faves! 
ONLY $99.99.  Call 1-844-
317-8031 and mention 
code 73375STS or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
GrillFaves5233
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy ef昀cient new 
windows! They will in-
crease your home’s value 
& decrease your energy 
bills. Replace all or a few! 
Call now to get your free, 
no-obligation quote. 833-
442-1714
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-866-
329-2415
Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-302-4539
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
855-980-4857
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENER-
AC home standby genera-
tor $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options 
Request a FREE Quote – 
Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-688-
8576
Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
American Residential 
Warranty covers ALL MA-
JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE/ $100OFF POP-
ULAR PLANS Call 877-
420-5722 Monday-Friday 
8:30am to 8:00pm EST
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/
off 1st year. 1-855-536-
7294
INTERNET OFFERS

FREE high speed inter-
net for those that quali-
fy. Government program 
for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medic-
aid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Bene-
昀ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom to-
day! 1-888-335-0109
Shop w/ A Viasat Expert 
For High Speed Satellite 
Internet. New Customer 
Deals In Your Area. Na-

tionwide Service. New 
Service For 2023. 833-
383-1496
Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-833-
974-4780RNET OFFERS
Connect to the best wire-
less home internet with 
EarthLink. Enjoy speeds 
from 5G and 4G LTE 
networks, no contracts, 
easy installation, and data 
plans up to 300 GB. Call 
855-610-2098
HughesNet Satellite In-
ternet –Call Today for 
speeds up to 25mbps as 
low as $59.99/mo! Final-
ly, no hard data limits! 
$75 gift card, terms apply. 
1-866-481-29844G
4G LTE Home Inter-
net Now Available! Get 
GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your ser-
vice with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-877-706-4439
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other 昀nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-950-2448 
or visit www.Life55plus.
info/kypress
MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-982-
0374
Stroke and Cardiovascu-
lar disease are leading 
causes of death, accord-

ing to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 
1-877-465-1309
MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Ome-
ga, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Subma-
riner and Speedmaster. 
Call 866-256-1169
MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR 
OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. 866-812-
4393
PROFESSIONAL SER-
VICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free Au-

thor`s Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
SENIOR LIVING

My Caring Plan’s local
advisors have helped
thousands of families with
unique needs 昀nd senior
living. Can you afford 2k
a month in rent? We can
help for free! 855-496-
7384
SOCIAL SECURITY

Denied Social Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, 昀led for SSD
and denied, Our attor-
neys can help get you ap-
proved! No money out of
pockets! Call 1-866-590-
6443
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



8                                                                                                                       THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, September 14, 2023

Eastern Kentucky 
coach Walt Wells was lav-
ish in his praise of Ken-
tucky coach Mark Stoops 
last week even before the 
Colonels lost 28-17 to 
UK. 

“He’s one of the best 
guys ever to work for. He 
respects your opinion, 
your family time,” Wells 
said. “He is going to let 
you know 
that is how 
it is going to 
be done. 
Most people 
want direc-
tion.” 

Wells has 
been coach-
ing in Ken-
tucky since 
he joined 
E a s t e r n 
K e n t u c k y 
coach Roy 
Kidd’s staff in 1997 from 
2002. He also spent 10 
years at Western Ken-
tucky, came back to 
Eastern in 2015 before 
going to UK for the 2018-
19 seasons. He’s been 
head coach at Eastern 
the last four years. 

Wells also coached at 
the University of South 
Florida and New Mexico 
State and has a huge ap-
preciation for what 
Stoops has done at UK to 
make the Cats a consis-
tent winner and bowl 
team.  

“It is a different SEC 
than when coach (Paul 
‘Bear’) Bryant was work-
ing at Kentucky and he 
has done the best job of 

anybody at Kentucky in 
the football department 
bar none,” Wells said. 

“He has done a phe-
nomenal job and contin-
ues to do so. Ten wins in 
two different years (2018 
and 2021) is pretty phe-
nomenal. Ten wins is 
hard to get. I just really 
respect him. I know I 
sound like his agent but 
just look at what Ken-
tucky is doing. 

“He has to deal with 
NIL, transfer portal and 
maybe the greatest coach 
of all time in Nick (Saban) 
and other great coaches 
in the SEC. No disrespect 
to Kentucky but it was 
known as a football 
school until Mark Stoops 
got there.” 

Stoops now has a 
school-record 68 wins, 
including 48 home victo-
ries. Kentucky has gone 
56-33 after Stoops 
started his UK tenure 
winning only 12 of his 
first 38 games. 

——————————- 
Kentucky coach Mark 

Stops believes he has a 
group of strong leaders 
but is especially proud of 
the way junior linebacker 
Trevin Wallace has be-
come one of those lead-
ers. 

Wallace, the SEC De-
fensive Player of the 
Week after his play 
against Ball State, has 19 
tackles in two games and 
is glad teammates view 
him as a leader. 

“I can say I’m a leader 
and everybody looks at 

me as a captain. You 
need that captain or 
leader to go out there and 
look at players so every-
body can go out there 
and wrap around and 
keep going,” Wallace 
said. 

“I had said to myself ‘If 
nobody is going to make 
the play then go make it 
so everybody else can 
feed off that.’” 

Wallace went over 100 
career tackles with his 
seven stops against East-
ern Kentucky that in-
cludes a quarterback 
sack, quarterback hurry 
and forced fumble. He 
also forced a fumble in 
UK’s first game that 
Jalen Geiger returned for 
a score. 

——————————- 
One of the early sur-

prises for the Kentucky 
football team has been 
safety Ty Bryant, a Fred-
erick Douglass High 
School product and son 
of former UK receiver 
Cisco Bryant. 

He was on the kickoff 
team for the opening 
game and has worked his 
way to No. 4 on the over-
all depth chart at safety 
already.  

“Ty's been really solid. I 
really have been im-
pressed overall with Ty, 
just the way he ap-
proaches it,” Kentucky 
coach Mark Stoops said. 
“He did come in early [en-
rolled in January]; I like 
the way he's progressing.  

“I like the way he ap-
proaches the game. I like 

the way he's very serious 
about it. He takes pride 
in it. He's getting better. 
He's instinctual. He helps 
us on special teams. He's 
our fourth safety, and so 
he will play, and I have 
confidence in him.” 

What does Stoops want 
to see from him going for-
ward? 

“He just has to con-
tinue to stay the course. 
He's doing good things 
and, if every freshman 
approached every work-
out and every practice 
and everything, the way 
he does, then, they'd be 
further along and he's 
done a good job,” Stoops 
said. 

Bryant’s high school 
coach, Nathan McPeek, 
has not been surprised 
by Bryant’s success after 
his versatility helped the 
Broncos go 15-0 in 2022 
and win the Class 5A 
state title (he was the 
MVP in the state champi-
onship game). 

“Coach (Vince) Marrow 
tells  me every time I talk 
to him how impressed he 
has been and how im-
pressed everyone in the 
(football) building has 
been,” McPeek said. “He 
was committed so long 
that a lot of people forgot 
about him.  

“He always wanted to 
go there (his father 
played at UK). I told 
coach Marrow and coach 
Stoops when they signed 
him that he would be a 
team captain because of 
his intangibles.” 

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Insights into UK’s win over EKU

Sports wagering has 
become legal in Ken-
tucky. Gov. Andy 
Beshear celebrated the 
historic moment by plac-
ing the first bet last week 
at Churchill Downs. 

Gov. Beshear placed a 
$20 parlay bet for the 
“over” on wins for the 
University of Kentucky 
and University of 
Louisville football teams, 
and the “under” on Duke 
University’s football 
team. 

With college football al-
ready underway, the 
opening of retail sports-

books came just in time 
for the kickoff of the NFL 
season last weekend. 

“It is an honor to host 
this historic first sports 
wager in the common-
wealth at historic 
Churchill Downs. We are 
proud to offer Kentucky’s 
newest form of wagering 
entertainment to the 
hundreds of thousands 
of guests who enter our 
gates each year and to 
help facilitate the eco-
nomic benefits that 
sports wagering will bring 
to Kentucky,” said Mike 
Anderson, president of 

Churchill Downs Race-
track. 

A list of licensed retail 
sportsbooks is avail-
able online.  

Sports wagering is ex-
pected to increase the 
state’s revenue by an es-
timated $23 million a 
year upon full implemen-
tation. The increase in 
revenue will support the 
oversight of sports wager-
ing and then be dedi-
cated to the Kentucky 

permanent pension fund. 
Additionally, 2.5 per-

cent will support the 
Problem Gambling Assis-
tance Fund. The fund ed-
ucates Kentuckians on 
safe gambling practices, 
the risks of developing a 
gambling problem, risk 
factors and warning 
signs of gambling prob-
lems and available serv-
ices to reduce the 
consequences of problem 
gambling. 

Rockets Team 1 
Hayden Atwell 
Chase Winders 
Grayson Congenie 
Clarke Perryman 
Izac Hardin 
Cannon Winn 
Jon Ryan Joyce 
Josiah Hunter 
Kingston Myers 
Bennett Hunt 
Becket Hunt 
Coaches: Tyler 
Belt, Landon 
Curry, Andy Hunt. 
 
Rockets Team 2 

Ayden Oliver 
Bryer Dutton-
Whittington 
Heaton Davis 
Alton Gibson 
Krue Gardner 
Nolan Schultz 
Harrison Schultz 
Waylon Collins 
Colton White 
Gunner Watson 
Hunter Guess 
Coaches: Bennett 
McDaniel, Quinn 
Summers, Casey 
Oliver. 

Rockets Team 3 
Koleson Tinsley 
Boone Tabor 
Zander McFar-
land 
Blake Sitar 
Ryan Cummins 
Conner Buchanon 
Ryder  Blackburn 
Kyland Voss 
Beau Byford 
Boomer Snyder 
Jed Orr 
Coaches: Hurst 
Miniard, Travis 
Blazina, Tanner 
Tabor. 
 
Rockets Team 4 

Brayton Brown 
Gage Mayers 
Hadley Sherer 
Zaydon Todd 
Jason Greenwell 
Scott Crotti 
Britian Witt 
Hayden Call 
Carson Hill  
Maxton Brown 
Coaches: Gabe 
Keller, Kaiden 
Travis. 
 

Rockets Team 5 
Alanna McLean 
Christian McLean 
Crea Farmer 
Wayland Kern 
Cade Collins 
River McKinney 
Jaxon Hackney 
Diesel Wood 
Rhetley Dawson 
Lane Wheeler 
Coaches: Micah 
Newcom, Bray-
den Poindexter. 
 
Rockets Team 6 

Colton James 
Drew Dodson 
Dagan Taylor 
Audrey Smiley 
Miquel German 
Matthew Millikan 
Hutson Lanham 
Dayton Easley 
Bentley Gilbo 
Clarke Baker 
Coaches: 
Cam’Ron Belcher, 
Jason Millikan. 
 
  Flag football is 
sponsored by Critten-
den County QB Club.

Flag Football Team Rosters

Sports wagering is now legal in Kentucky

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County’s golf team finished 10th overall 

out of 16 teams in last weekend’s All A Classic at Gibson 
Bay Golf Course in Richmond.  

Senior Jeremiah Foster, who had won the First Region 
All A Classic championship a couple of weeks earlier at 
Pennyrile State Park, shot an 8-over-par 80 in the state 
tournament on Saturday. Foster finished in 26th place. 

Rounding out Crittenden County’s individual scoring 
were Avery Belt at 87, Grayson Davidson 90, Turner 
Sharp 92 and Jaxon Hatfield 97. Davidson is the only 
underclassman who will return to the team next year. 

Last weekend’s trip to Richmond was Crittenden’s 
third  appearance in the All A state finals in the past 
four years under coach Vicki Hatfield. It was the fourth 
time one of Hatfield’s teams has advanced to the state 
finals. 

Foster’s regional championship was Crittenden 
County’s first since Aaron Owen won it in 2013.

Rocket sen-
ior Jeremiah 
Foster (right) 
gets some 
pointers from 
CCHS golf 
coach Vicki 
Hatfield dur-
ing the 
team’s ap-
pearance on 
Saturday in 
the All A 
Classic State 
Golf Tourna-
ment at 
Richmond. 
At far left, 
Grayson 
Davidson 
watches his 
tee shot.

CCHS is 10th at 
All A state finals

Crittenden County’s Bailey Williams dribbles the ball 
down field during a recent CCHS soccer match. The 
team is having one of its best seasons ever so far this 
fall.

Crittenden County’s Carly Porter returns a shot during 
a high school volleyball match last week. Behind her 
is teammate Jaylee Champion.
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 For a time early in the sec-

ond half Friday night at 
Rocket Stadium, it appeared 
as though Hopkins Central 
was en route to exorcizing 
some old demons that had 
long orbited its play against 
Crittenden County. 

Then, the Rockets ratcheted 
up their defense and pulled 
off a second-half comeback to 
beat The Storm 26-21. It was 
just the 32nd late comeback 
in 66 CCHS football seasons. 
There were two last year. 

HopCentral has been able 
to solve Crittenden’s sorcerer-
like spell only once in 11 
meetings dating back to 2009. 
Leading 14-6 after dozing the 
ball downfield on its first of-
fensive drive of the second 
half, there was a feeling that 
the tide may have turned. An-
other pounding drive made it 
21-12 – a two-possession 
game from the Rocket per-
spective.  

“They came out and just 
tried to run the ball right 
down our throat and were 
successful doing it,” Rocket 
coach Gaige Courtney said. 
“We were able to make some 
adjustments. The linebackers 
started playing really well and 
we were able to get a few key 
stops right there at the end.” 

Indeed, there were three big 
defensive stands in the sec-
ond half that allowed the 
Rockets to muster up a 
fourth-quarter, go-ahead 
drive that ended on a flip pass 
from backup quarterback 
Quinn Summers to Caden 
Howard for the Rockets’ first 
lead since the opening min-
utes. Summers had entered 
the game with just under six 
minutes to go for one play 
when starter Micah Newcom 
left with a cramp after a 19-
yard run to The Storm two-
yard line. 

Newcom was very accurate 
in the contest, completing 21-
of-34 passes for 206 yards. 
The Rockets rushed for only 
36 yards in the first half, but 
used a successful ground at-

tack in the last two periods to 
bolster its passing and wind 
down the clock in the waning 
minutes. 

“It was a game of ups and 
downs and it wasn’t always 
pretty, but we kept fighting 
and made some key plays 
when we needed to,” Courtney 
said.  

Hopkins Central had a bit of 
success passing in the first 
half, but was intercepted 
twice by senior defensive back 
Gabe Keller. In the third pe-
riod, The Storm went under 
center and tried giving the 
ball to its sizable runners be-
hind backfield blockers. It 
worked for a time, but Crit-
tenden bottled them up on 
their last two series.  

Senior lineman Lane West 
had HCHS quarterback Isac 
Earls in his grasp on a fourth-
down-and-six in CCHS terri-
tory with four minutes to play 
when the QB threw incom-
plete. From there, the Rockets 
took care of the clock and cel-
ebrated another win over The 
Storm. 

Crittenden will have a bye 
this week before turning its 

attention to hosting No. 3 
Owensboro Catholic on Sept. 
22. The Aces are one of the 
top teams in Class 2A and al-
though are not in the Rockets’ 
district, they are in the same 
region. In Crittenden’s dis-
trict, Mayfield is ranked 
fourth in Class 2A and Mur-
ray fifth. The Rockets are 
ranked 14th. 

 
SCORE BY QUARTERS 
Hopkins Central       0      7     14   0 
Crittenden County    6      6     14   6 
SCORING PLAYS 
C-Tyler Belt 16 pass from Micah New-
com (pass failed) 9:05, 1st 
H-Calil McNary 6 pass from Isac Earl 
(Elijah Davis kick) 9:03, 2nd 
H-McNary 5 run (Davis kick) 10:14, 3rd 
C-Caden Howard 14 pass from New-
com (pass failed) 5:40, 3rd 
H-Zayden Parker 46 run (Davis kick) 
4:00, 3rd 
C-CamRon Belcher 22 pass from New-
com (Levi Piper run) 2:46, 3rd 
C-Howard 2 pass from Quinn Summers 
(pass failed) 5:52, 4th 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 16, HCHS 9 
Penalties: CCHS 10-75, HCHS 10-80 
Rushing: CCHS 22-93, HCHS 33-200 
Passing: CCHS 22-36-1, 208; HCHS 7-
16-2, 59 

Total Yards: CCHS 301, HCHS 259 
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 0-0, HCHS 2-0 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Gattin Travis 8-23, Jacob 
Carder 2-7, Tyler Belt 2-8, Micah New-
com 10-55. HCHS: Call McNary 18-92, 
Zayden Parker 4-47, Logan Rodgers 4-
20, Isac Earl 7-41. 
Passing 
CCHS: Newcom 21-34-0, 206; Quinn 
Summers 1-1-0, 2; Casey Cates 0-1-1. 
HCHS: Earls 7-16-2. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Tyler Belt 5-81, Caden Howard 
8-51, Gabe Keller 4-39, CamRon 
Belcher 2-20, Cates 2-13, Travis 1-2. 
HCHS: Issac Manning 3-15, Konner 
Harrison 2-15, McNary 2-29. 
Defense 
Gabe Keller solo, 2 interceptions; Levi 
Piper 4 solos, 3 assists, TFL; Gattin 
Travis 6 solos, assist; Caden Howard 3 
solos, TFL, blocked kick; Bennett Mc-
Daniel 6 solos, 4 assists, TFL; Micah 
Newcom solo; Casey Cates 4 assists; 
Brayden Poindexter 3 solos; Carder 2 
solos, assist; Blake French solo, assist, 
TFL; Tyler Belt solo, assist; Grayson 
James six solos, TFL; Lane West 3 
solos, TFL; Travis Blazina solo. 
Players of the Game: Defense Gabe 
Keller, Offense Tyler Belt and Caden 
Howard, Special Teams Jacob Carder, 
Lineman Lane West. 
Records: CCHS 2-2, HCHS 2-2

Rocket comeback silences Storm

CCHS VOLLEYBALL 
Crittenden County won a tough five-

set match at Madisonville Tuesday 21-
25, 26-24, 21-25, 25-22, 19-17 with 
starters Katie Perryman and Carly 
Porter sidelined by illness. CCHS im-
proved to 6-8 on the season. 

 

MS GIRLS SOFTBALL 
 
Crittenden County was no-hit by 

Trigg County Monday night at Marion 
and lost 11-0. Brodi Rich and Brenna 
Kemmer shared pitching duties for 
CCMS, but neither could harness the 
Lady Wildcat hitters. The Lady Rockets 
fell to 5-9 on the season. 

The middle school girls beat Murray 
7-6 and lost to Logan County 9-3 on 
Saturday during a round-robin at Trigg.  

Against Murray, CCMS got good 
pitching from Rich, who went the dis-
tance, striking out seven and walking 
three. She allowed six runs on seven 
hits. Four runs were earned. Rich also 
had a double and scored three runs in 

the contest. Kemmer had a triple and 
scored a run. Others with hits were 
Abigail Champion and Jordyn Hodge.  

Against Logan County, Kemmer had a 
double and a single and Karlee Jent 
tripled. Others will hits were Rich, 
Champion, Hodge, Kaylin Coleman and 
Lilly Cappello. Kemmer pitched the 
whole game, allowing seven hits, strik-
ing out three and walking six. 
LADY ROCKET SOCCER 

 
Crittenden lost a Fifth District 

matchup on the road 8-2 at Trigg 
County on Tuesday, falling to 5-4 on 
the season and 0-3 in league play. 
Their final district game is at home 
Thursday against Lyon County. 

Crittenden County beat Paducah 
Tilghman 2-1 on the road Monday 
night. Lizzie Campbell and Karsyn Pot-
ter each scored goals and Bailey 
Williams had an assist. Hannah Long 
had a big night in the goal, recording 
14 saves to help preserve the one-point 
victory.  

Campbell scored a hat trick and Ella 
Geary had a goal as CCHS beat St. 
Mary on the road last Thursday. Potter 
had an assist and Kylie Bloodworth 
two. Long registered six saves. St. Mary 
fell to 1-4. 

 

CROSS COUNTRY 
 
Crittenden County’s girls cross coun-

try squad finished fourth place at a 
race at McCracken County Saturday. 

Sophomore Aubrey Grau led teh way, 
finishing 17th out of 57 harriers at 
24:10.15. Mary Martinez was 24th at 
25:02.47, Presley Potter 26th, Ella 
Whitney 30th, Ella Geary 33rd, Karsyn 
Potter 42nd. For the boys’ team, junior 
Asa McCord was 40th at 20:27.80 fol-
lowed by River Rogers in 69th, Jayden 
Gibson 96th, Zac Rustin 97th and Lan-
don Starkey 103rd, Matthew Valentine 
117th, Wyatt Gibson 119th and Bryan 
Chaney 120th. There were 123 runners 
and CCHS finished 12th out of 13 
teams. 

CRITTENDEN COUNTY FALL SPORTS ROUNDUP

Crittenden’s Blake French (22) makes a tackle while a host of his teammates roll in quickly for 
backup during the Rockets’ non-district win Friday at Marion. More photos at RocketsFootball.com

CRITTENDEN COUNTY 

Sports Events 
THURSDAY 
Soccer hosts Lyon County 
Volleyball at Caldwell County 
FRIDAY 
MS Softball hosts Lyon County 
SATURDAY 
Cross Country at St Mary Invitational 
Jr Pro Football hosts Union County 
MONDAY 
Volleyball hosts Livingston Central 
TUESDAY 
Soccer at Henderson County 
MS Football hosts James Madison 
 
GOLF  

Upcoming events 
•Saturday, Sept. 30 4-Person Scramble 
to benefit Crittenden County High 
School baseball team will be held at 
Deer Lakes Golf Course. Register at 
the pro shop or call 270-704-3034. 
•Saturday, Sept. 16 First United 2-Per-
son Scramble at The Heritage. Pro-
ceeds benefit CCHS golf team. 
•Saturday, Sept. 23 Club Championship 
at The Heritage. 
 
KICKBALL  

MBC hosts park tourney 
   There will be a youth kickball tourna-
ment at Marion-Crittenden County Park 
on Sunday, Sept. 24. Team registration 
begins at 1:30 p.m., and games start at 
2 p.m.  There will be food for everyone, 
burgers, hotdogs, chips and a drink. 
Each team will consist of 10 players. 
Marion Baptist Church is sponsoring the 
event. For more information, contact 
Shawn Holeman at 270-704-1493. 
  
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                         May 19 - Oct 31 
Squirrel                         Aug 19 - Nov 10 
Dove                              Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Canada goose                        Sept 1-15 
Deer archery                  Sept 2 - Jan 15 
Turkey archery               Sept 2 - Jan 15 
Wood duck                           Sept 16-20 
Deer crossbow            Sept 16 - Jan 15 
Teal                                       Sept 16-24 
Racoon hunting               Oct 1 - Feb 29 
Turkey crossbow                      Oct 1-22 
Deer muzzleloader                 Oct 21-22 
Deer youth hunt                      Oct 14-15 
Turkey shotgun               Oct 28 - Nov 3 
Turkey crossbow          Nov 11 - Dec 31 
Deer rifle season                   Nov 11-26 
Squirrel                         Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Quail                             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Rabbit                           Nov 13 - Feb 10 
Racoon trapping           Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Gray or red fox             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Beaver                          Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Bobcat                          Nov 18 - Feb 29 
Dove                              Nov 23 - Dec 3 
Canada goose              Nov 23 - Feb 15 
Turkey shotgun                          Dec 2-8 
Deer late muzzleloader           Dec 9-17 
Dove                             Dec 23 - Jan 14 
Deer free youth hunt              Dec 30-31 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 

See more dates at fw.ky.gov 
 

15 bucks by bowmen 

  As of Tuesday, Crittenden County 
archers had scored 39 whitetail deer 
during the first 10 days of bow sea-
son. Of those harvested, 15 were 
bucks. 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 

Tickets to 
CCHS games 
are available 

online at 
https://gofan.co 
Or at the gate 
with a card.

MS FOOTBALL 
Crittenden County Middle 

School beat South Hopkins 44-0 
Tuesday to improve to 3-2 this 
season. Quarterback Conner 
Poindexter threw four touchdown 
passes with Cadence Hackney 
catching two, Eli Lovell one and 
Hayden Hughes one. Running 
back Ethan Sosh rushed for two 

scores. 
CCMS also beat Ballard County  

46-40 last Thursday in a game full 
of offensive fireworks at Rocket 
Stadium. Sosh scored two rushing 
touchdowns en route to the win. 

QB Poindexter rushed for a 
touchdown and threw a scoring 
pass to Lovell. Also scoring touch-
downs were Azariah Rich and 
Hunter Curnel. 
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Perhaps the hottest ticket in 

the Fredonia Valley this fall 
will be admission to the Havoc 
at the Hive, a preseason bas-
ketball game between Critten-
den and Caldwell’s high school 
boys’ teams.  

A premium price of $30 per 
ticket might seem pricey for a 
high school scrimmage, but 
First Baptist Church, which 
owns the old Fredonia gymna-
sium, is banking on it being a 
successful fundraising event. 
Proceeds will help benefit the 
church’s effort to continue ren-
ovating the gym and school. 
Half of the receipts will be split 
between the two participating 
basketball programs. 

Presley Lamm, pastor of the 
church, thinks nostalgia of 
packing elbow to elbow in a 
cramped 20th century gym will 
be appealing to area sports 
fans, particularly those who 
are a bit dated. Adding to the 

nostalgia will be replica uni-
forms from Fredonia High 
School which closed after 1973 
and Frances High School 
which consolidated with Crit-
tenden County in 1953. 

There are plenty of Fredonia 
alumni excited about the ball-
game where they will be able to 
rekindle that feeling of a 
heated border rivalry in a 
steamy little arena where a 
painted sign on the wall at mid 
court reminds fans that smok-
ing isn’t allowed in the gym.  

Lamm gets a kick out of the 
notice. Nowadays, smokers 
wouldn’t dream of lighting up 
at an indoor high school bas-
ketball game, he said. But the 
mid 1900s was a different 
time, and that’s the tingle Fre-
donia’s Baptists hope to cap-
ture with the Nov. 11 game. It 
will be a Saturday night and 
doors will open at 6:30 p.m. 

“This is unprecedented in a 
way,” Lamm says. “Everything 

we do, we do for Jesus.” 
The church has spent count-

less dollars and man-hours 
putting the gym back together 
over the last couple of years. It 
hosts other community events 
there and allows pick-up bas-
ketball games. Yet, this will be 
the first ever throw-back type 
attraction. There is more work 
to be done to improve accessi-
bility and to enhance the gym’s 
ability to serve the community, 
the preacher explains. Raising 
money for those needs is just 
part of the motivation for the 
idea. 

“It could be a game changer,” 
Lamm says. “We don’t know 
what to expect.” 

So far, interest has been 
high. People are already calling 
wanting tickets. Lamm says 
they will go on sale in a few 
weeks and encourages those 
interested in attending to keep 
an eye on local media in the 
two counties and the church’s 
Facebook page.  

“Right now we have just 
about all the details lined out 
except when exactly the tickets 
will go on sale,” he said.  

Business or individual spon-
sorships at $250 comes with a 
couple of tickets and some 
other benefits. Those can be 
reserved right now by contact-
ing the church through its so-
cial media or messaging or 
calling the pastor.  

Tommy Wring, a Crittenden 
County basketball Hall of 
Famer, played in the Fredonia 
gym many times while he was 
in school at Crittenden County 
in the 1950s. He can’t think of 
anyone from southern Critten-
den County still living that 
might have played high school 
basketball for the Frances 
Bulldogs. 

“Fredonia was the only gym I 
never scored double digits in,” 
Wring remembers. “I should 
have but one of my teammates, 
Ace Davidson, stepped into the 
lane when I made a foul shot 
and it got erased. That would 
have given me 10 points. I fin-
ished with nine.” 

Wring remembers playing 
basketball in the Frances gym 
because for a time following 
consolidation, that’s where 
Crittenden County played its 

home games and practiced. 
CCHS didn’t have its own gym 
back then. 

Organizers of Havoc in the 
Hive are hoping there are more 
who remember great times in-
side the old Fredonia gym and 
plan to come out for the game. 
Only 450 tickets will be sold. 
Each school will get 100, and 
the church will sell the bal-
ance. 

“Fredonia people will fill that 
place up,” predicted High High-
fil, who coached eighth-grade 
basketball at Frances when it 
was still a middle school in the 
1970s. He says there are very 
few people still living who at-
tended Frances when it was a 
high school. Otherwise tickets 
would go faster. 

There will be souvenirs avail-
able at the game and alumni 
will be recognized. Lamm says 
it will be quite an event and 
hopes it opens the door for 
more at the gym, named the 
Hive because the Fredonia 
mascot was Yellowjackets. 
High school players participat-
ing in the scrimmage will get to 
keep the replica uniforms. 

Candle May Be To Blame 
A home on South Main Street was destroyed by fire Sunday afternoon. Marion fire-
fighters were on the scene for about four hours and eventually had to bring in a 
track hoe to level the structure in order to fully extinguish the blaze. The renter was 
at the home when it caught fire, but Fire Chief Red Howton said a candle may have 
been to blame. The rental home was owned by Brad Peek and Theresa Peek. The 
fire was reported at 3:27 p.m., and firemen were at the site until around 7:30 p.m. 
Main Street was closed for an extended period while crews worked to contain the 
blaze. 

Packing Fredonia’s gym for old-time’s sake
Details revealed for November 
high school scrimmage game 

Baptist Minister Presley Lamm looks over the Fredonia gym.

HOME 
Continued from page 1 

avoid prejudice and any 
forejudgement. She will 
rely on specific training 
as a guide and count on 
peers who have worked 
under the same condi-
tions. Every current 
MPD officer was raised 
in this community. The 
department now is back 
to full strength with five 
officers – counting the 
chief – for the first time 
in months.  

Crabtree graduated 
from the Department of 
Criminal Justice Train-
ing Academy in 2015 
and the Police Supervi-
sion Leadership Training 
in 2019. 

“I think she will be a 

great asset for our de-
partment and the com-
munity,” said Police 
Chief Ray O’Neal. 

He believes having a 
female will bring distinct 
advantages to the local 
police force.  

“There are times when 
having a female will re-
ally make a difference,” 
he said, such as for per-
sonal searches of other 
females or handling sen-
sitive matters where a fe-
male victim might prefer 
to speak to a woman of-
ficer. 

However, the chief is 
quick to make it clear 
that gender had nothing 
to do with the hire. 

“We just try to find the 
best person for the job,” 
O’Neal said. “I have 

known her virtually her 
entire life and I know 
what kind of person she 
is.” 

Crabtree had worked 
closely with the police 
department shortly out 
of high school, serving as 
an EMT for the ambu-
lance service and as a 
telecommunicator at 
central dispatching in-
side the police station.  

“In a week or two she 
will be out there on a 
shift by herself,” O’Neal 
said, and he guarantees 
that the new Marion offi-
cer will encounter people 
she will know and others 
she will not. In both 
cases, he’s extremely 
confident in her ability to 
serve. 
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